
USDA National Needs Graduate Fellowships

A National Needs Graduate Fellowship opportunity is 
available to train students in classical and emergent tech-
niques in plant breeding.  Plant breeders in the 21st cen-
tury will work to support growers, consumers and the 
environment through the development of new varieties 
to meet increasing demands for food, fuel and clothing.   
Revolutionary advances in plant genomics and bioinfor-
matics have created an excitement in plant breeding not 
seen since the days of the Green Revolution.  As a con-
sortium of public wheat breeders from seven universi-
ties across the country, we are offering Fellowships for 
students to complete M.S. degrees in plant breeding with 
emphases on variety development and application of ge-
nomics and bioinformatics.  The seven students will join 
a national team of public wheat breeders dedicated to the 
genetic improvement of wheat.  In addition to training 
at their home universities, students will participate as a 
team for advanced training in crop genomics and bioin-
formatics.  

Students from diverse backgrounds are encouraged to 
apply.  

Luther Talbert
Montana State University
(406) 994-5060
usslt@montana.edu 

Or the following advisors in your area:

Stephen Baenziger
University of Nebraska
(402) 472-1538
psbaenziger@unl.edu

Jorge Dubcovsky
University of California
(530) 752-5159
jdubcovsky@ucdavis.edu

Allan Fritz
Kansas State University
(758) 532-6101
akf@ksu.edu

Carl Griffey
Virginia Tech
(540) 231-9789
cgriffey@vt.edu

Scott Haley
Colorado State University
(970) 491-6483
scott.haley@colostate.edu

Herb Ohm
University of Purdue
(765) 494-8072
hohm@purdue.edu

Jamie Sherman
Montana State University
(406) 994-2291
jsherman@montana.edu

Training Plant Breeders 
for the 21st Century

For information contact:


